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The Prompter. 





Beware of Jealoulfy. it is a Green-Ey'd Monfter. 


Shak. Othello. 





FRIDAY, 


MAY 7. 1736. 





@S the greateft Unhappinelfs in 
B the marry’d State, arites from 
a Paffion to which the Fair 
Sex are more fubject than 
ours, becaufe they are of a 
more texder, fond, and con- 
fant Nature; before I give 
my Sentiment how far Fea- 

loufy may be fuffered in a 
:Lady’s Breaft, I fhall communicate, for the Benefit 
of fuch Wives who receive it in it’s fulleft Lati- 
tude, and think perfecuting a Husband at Homeand 
Abroad, and.on all-Occafions, the propereft Means 
_of bringing him back to a Senfe of his Dury, and 
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“of recovering his /of? Affection, a Letter wrote by 


one.of. their own Sex above 2000 Years ago; no 
lefs a Perfon than the ever memorable Theavo, * a 
Cretan Lady, and Wife of the great Pythagoras. 
A Friend of her’s one Nicof?rata, had a Husband, 
who like our modern polite Gentlemen, kept Cou - 
pany with the Ladies of Pleaiure of thoie Days, 
in prejudice of that Right, Nicojfrata thought fhe 
alone had, to his Affection and Carelles. ‘This ihe 
bore hike fome modern Wives, extremely Ill, and 
took the Method mentioned zbove, of reciaiming 
him. Theaxo thought ica wrong one, and wrote 
her the foliowing Letter. 


THEANO to NICOSTRATA. 
: [4 M told of your Hu band’s Folly, thar he 


¢ 4 keeps a Miftreis; and thar you are jealous, 
© and take it to Hearr. I mutt teil you, my Dear, 














* Suidas {ays of Theano, that fhe was of Crete, a 
Philofopher, Wife of the great Pytiegoras 5 that the 
had four Sons by him; that fle writ Philofophical 
Commentaries, an Epic Poem, and -\pophthegms 


: . 


‘I know a great many Men fick of the fame 
* Diftemper. They are caught, as any one may 
* fee, and held faft by thofe Creatures, and have 
* not Senfe and Refolution to refift them. You, 
‘ I find, are perpetually uneafy, and vexed to the 
* very Heart at him, and always contriving fome- 
© thing or other to hinder him. You are wrong, 
‘ my good Friend. ”Tis the Bufinefs of a Wire 
* not to be always watching and plaguing her Huf- 
* band, but to accommodate herfelf to his Hu- 
© mours, and obey him. ‘That Accommodation and 
* Obedience, confifts in bearing with his Follies. 
* Befides, pray confider, a Man converfes with a 
* Curtezan for Pleafure, with his Wife for Proffr. 
‘ Then what a Want cf Judgment it is, to add 
‘ Evil to Evil, and heap one Folly upon another ! 
* There are feveral Failings that, when reprov’d, 
‘ only grow worle and worle; fay not a Word of 
* them, they go off calmly of themfelves. As a 
‘ Fire, ler alone, goes out of itfelf. Now if he 
© has a Mind to keep his Paffion fecrer, and thinks 
‘ he does even from you, what will you get by 
* convicting him? Why, you'll only draw the 
* Curtain, make him act his Follies openly, and 
© expofe himfelf to the World: and be fure, that 
is the Way to lofe his Efteem and. Friendhhip, in 
‘ which confitts the Grace and Beauty of Scciety. 
‘ + Be farished of this; that he goes. to his Cur- 
© tezan to ipend a few idle fcorchivg Minutes, tut 
‘with vou, he is for bis whole Life ; that he loves 
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+ The Original here is quite broken and gaping, 
and without any Senfe. A certain Commentator thinks 
the Words, es Ti evyscra, are dropped ; and if fo, 
the Senie wi'l be thus; Do xor think, the Friendjhip of 
your Husband to you confifis in his conjugal Careffes 5 but 
in fp 5 vood Nature and Probity ; for that 15 the greaic/t 
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© you according to Fudgment, her according to 
© Luft. Luft is foon over; tis fatiated as foon 
© almoft as ftarted: It comes at a Moment’s warn- 
‘ ing, and is gone as foon. In fhort,* a> Man's 
© Bufinefs with a Gurtezan is momentary, unlef 
© he is a very flagitious and profligate Creature 
© indeed. Can any thing be more unprofitable and 
“ feoelifh, than the Enjoyment of a wretched Paf- 
© fion, accompanied with Injuftice >? Affure your- 
© felf therefore, that your Husband, who is now 
© deftroying his Health, {pending his Eftate, ruining 
© his Reputation, and finning againft all the Laws 
©“ of Decency, will reflect and feel at laft. For 
© no Man in his Senfes-perfeveres in a deftructive 
© Mifchief that he has brought upon himfelf. De- 
© pend upon it, when called back by the Juftice 
? fs owes you, and when the Detriments and Mif- 
© chiefs that accrue to his Life and Fortune, fhall 
© once ftare him in the Face; then will he think 
* ef you;-and when he cannot bear the Reproaches 
© of a felf-condemning Confcience, he will alter 
* his Courfe without delay. Do you, -in the mean 
© Time, manage your Behaviour fo, that it be in 
© no refpect like that of a Curtezan’s: Diftinguith 
© yourfelf for Modefty, and good Will to your 
© Husband, Care of pe Family, a winning Cor- 
© refpondence amongi{t your Acquaintance, a tender 
© Love of your Children. Be not.then, I beg of 
© you, jealous of that Wretch; if you will be jea- 
€ lous, let it be a laudable Jealoufy; extend your 
¢ Emulation to the Chaft and Virtuous; that is a 
€ right and beautiful Action. I wou’d advife you 
© too, my Dear, to fhew yourfelf prompt and willing 
© tobe reconciled. Gentle Manners, and a Propriety 
© of Conduét, gain the good Will even of Enemies. 
¢ Honour and Refpeét, are the Work of Prudence 
¢ and Integrity only, and cannot poffibly arife from 
¢ any thing elfe. This is the true Way for a Wite 
¢ to get a Power, if I may venture the Expreffion, 
¢ over her Husband. What a Difference there is 
¢ in. Wives! one is valued and honoured by her 
¢ Husband, another is lying upon the Catch for 
¢ her’s, as if he were her reateft Enemy. ’Tis 
¢ not ill Words and Reproachings, but fuch a pru- 
¢ dent and temperate Carriage as [ prefcribe, will 
¢ make him afhamed, and ready to be Friends 
¢ with you. And then he will have a more tender 
¢ and paffionate Love for you, when he is con- 
¢ yinced of the Wrong he has done you, when 
¢ he obferves the nice Conduct and Attention of 


‘ your Life, and has had a Trial of your Affection 
* towards him. 


“Now, as ’tis obferv’d in Diftempers of the 
* Body, that when théy go off, moft agreeable 
* Senfations arife to it ; fo when the Differences 
* of Friends are reconciled, ftricter Alliances are 


* joined than exifted before. 


* But to fet the Mifchiefs of his Extravagance 
and your Jealoufy oné againft the other: As long 
as his Irregularity lafts, Uneafinefs and Grief muft 
be your Portion ; whilft his good Fame is at Stake, 
i will lofe yours too with the World; whilft 

e is damaging his Life and Fortune, you-can’t 
* avoid doing fo to: There is indeed fo clofe a Con- 
* junction betwixt you, that you can’t punifh him, 
© without punifhing yourfelf. 
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* Suppose you quit him, and get divorced ; fam 
* perfuaded you will try another Husband as foon 
* as you are free from him, and if the fecond proves 
* as faulty as the firft, you will have a third; for 
‘ young Women can’t bear a State of Separation 
* trom the Commerce of Man. Or will you live 
“ from your Husband as if you were unmarried ? 
* Your Family will be neglected, your Husban4 
* ruined, and you will go fhareswith him in all the 
© Plagues of a calamitous Life. 


© Or will you be revenged of the Curtezan> 
© She will take care, and be upon the Watch; and 
* if you thou’d fall upon her, a Woman that zever 
© blufbes, will fight. Are you refolved to wrangle 
* and fight daily with your Husband ? What can 
you get by that? Scolding and brawling will never 
cure him of his Intemperance, but are fure to 
widen the Difference perpetually. Will you plot 
againft him? Don’t, Fee of you. Let Tragedy 
teach you to get the better of your Jealouty. 
What horrible Wickednefs was Medea driven 
upon by Jealoufy ? In what Variety of Scenes is 
ic reprefented upon the Stage ? 
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‘ As therefore in the Cafe of fore Eyes, one 
c > ‘ se ve 

mult keep one’s Hands off; fo if you intend tu 
* cure this Sore of your Husband, don’t meddle with 
‘it. To be patient, and to look as if you knew 
* nothing of the Matter, is the true Way.’ 
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